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FOREWORD

The Army Family Research Program (AFRP) has served as the
U.S. Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and Social
Sciences (ARI) mechanism for supporting the U.S. Army Community
and Family Support Center (CFSC) and the Army Chief of Staff's
Army Family Action Plans since 1986. This data book provides the
frequencies and cross tabulations of variables included in the
Soldier Data File. The data were collected in calendar year
1989.

The Army Research Institute, with assistance from the
Research Triangle Institute, Caliber Associates, HumRRO, and the
University of North Carolina, is conducting the research as part
of ARI 6.3, Advanced Development Program. This research is being
performed under the sponsorship of CFSC pursuant to the LOA dated
18 December 1986, "Sponsorship of ARI Army Family Research."

The AFRP will provide additional information of interest to
these Army professionals, including (1) service needs and access,
(2) factors that influence adaptation to Army life, (3) how fami-
lies influence career decisions, (4) how unit activities affect
and are affected by families, and (5) how to better handle
typical Army stressors, such as family separation and
relocations.

ED AR M. JNO
Technical Director

v



SOLDIER SURVEY DATA BOOK

CONTENTS

Page

.INTRODUCTION..........................1

DATA BOOK ORGANIZATION......................1

TABLE FORMAT AND SUBGROUP DEFINITIONS..............3

Format.........................

Subgroup Definitions......................3

TABLE ENTRIES..........................4

USE OF THE DATA BOOK TABLES....................5

vii



0 0
Soldier Survey Data Book

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This volume presents preliminary tabulations of data from the 1989 Soldier Survey

conducted under the Army Family Research Program (AFRP).

The Army Family Research Program is designed to help meet the Army's needs for

information on the role of family factors in retention, readiness and sense of community

among Army members. The AFRP survey and its analyses are designed to provide

information needed for the development, implementation and assessment of family

programs and policies and to increase the knowledge base needed for informed

decisionmaking.

Data for the soldier survey were collected in on-site adminstrations at Army

installations around the world. The soldier data were collected in the period February-

December 1989. In addition to the soldier survey, the soldiers' supervisors were asked

to rate the readiness of survey sample members. Data were collected from a total of

11,035 soldiers serving in 528 Army units. 1

2.0 DATA BOOK ORGANIZATION

This volume presents data from the soldier questionnaire items, the supervisor

ratings of soldiers, and the scales created from the soldier survey responses.

The tables are organized by the questionnaire sections, and these are followed by

the supervisor ratings and the soldier scales. The sections and the survey items the

cover are:

1 The sample selection, survey development, and implementation are described in The
AFRP Analysis Plan (May 1990) and the AFRP Survey Implementation Report
(forthcoming).
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Sections Survey Items

" Your Background 1-15

• Your Unit Environment 16-22

* Unit Readiness Rating Scales 23-34

• Your Work 35-67

* You and the Army 68-78

* Your Army Plans 79-87

* Your Relationships 88-98

* Your Spouse 99-134

* Your Children 135-145

* Your Family 146-149

* Your Community 150-164

* Supervisor Ratings Individual Readiness Ratings

* Soldier Scales Scales created from soldier
survey responses

For some soldier survey items, recoded versions were created. These are primarily

of two kinds:

* Categorical versions of continuous variables (e.g., number of hours worked
per week)

" Recodes for analytic use (e.g., spouse employment status, single parent and
dual military indicators)

The tables for these recoded variables are shown in the same sections as the main

survey items from which they were created.

2



0 0
3.0 TABLE FORMAT AND SUBGROUP DEFINITIONS

3.1 FORMAT

The tables are laid out in a fixed format. The first of the two pages of tables for an

item presents data by major military categories. The second page is organized by family

variables. The format is:

Page 1:

Column 1: Total (all eligible soldiers)

Columns 2-5: Rank (Junior Enlisted; NCO; Company Grade Officer; Field Grade

Officer)

Columns 6-8: Location (CONUS; Europe; Other OCONUS)

Columns 9-12: Unit Type (Combat; Combat Support; Combat Service Support; and
TDA)

Page 2:

Column 1-2: Single soldiers (no children, children)

Column 3-4: Soldiers in dual-military marriages (no children, children)

Columns 5-12: Soldiers married to civilian spouses

Columns 5-7: Enlisted (no children, youngest child age 5 or younger,
youngest child 6 or older)

Columns 8-10: Officer (no children, youngest child age 5 or younger,
youngest child 6 or older)

Columns 11-12: Spouse employment status (employed, not employed)

3.2 SUBGROUP DEFINITIONS

The subgroup definitions for the tables are:

3



Rank:

Junior Enlisted: Pay grades E2-E4
NCOs: Pay grades E5-E9
Company Grade Officer- Pay grades 01-03
Field Grade Oficer: Pay grades 04-06
Enlisted: Pay grades E2-E9
Officer: Pay grades W1-W4 and 01-06

Marital Status:

Single: never-married, legally separated, widowed or divorced
Married: current married (not legally separated)

Children:

Children variables are defined by dependent children in the soldier's
household (not total dependent children)

Age categories are defined by the age of the youngest child in the soldier's
household:

0-5 Youngest child 5 or younger
6+ Youngest child 6 or older

4.0 TABLE ENTRIES

The tables were run using data weighted to compensate for sample selection.

probabilities and survey non-response. 2 The entries in the cells are the weighted'

percentages and the associated 95% confidence intervals, computed using the RTI

survey data analysis (SUDAAN) software, which takes the sample design into account

in computing the variances.

A 95 percent confidence interval will contain the population parameter being

estimated in 95 out of 100 samples ge,,erated by the sample design. Differenc

between the estimates for two subgroups can be considered statisticcally significant at

the 0.05 level of significance if their corresponding confidence intervals do not overlap.

However, such tests of significance will be conservative in that some differences

between estimates with overlapping confidence intervals may also be significant at the

0.05 level of significance.

2 The weighting of the survey data is described in The AFRP Analysis Plan (May
1990) and the AFRP Survey Implementation Report (forthcoming).
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The totals shown at the bottom of each table are the sample size and weighted
totals of soldiers eligible for the survey. The difference between sample size given in the

first column of page 1 (all soldiers) and 11,035 (the total number of respondents)

indicates how much missing data there is for the variable presented in the table.

The tables exclude cases with missing data, those that skipped the item because it

was not applicable to them, ones that indicated an item was not applicable in response

to the question, and ones with multiple responses. Cases that responded "Don't Know"

are included in the tables.

5.0 USE OF THE DATA BOOK TABLES

The data book tables provide preliminary results for major Army subgroups as well

as totals for all eligible soldiers. The tables are designed to be used by researchers

planning the data analyses being carried out under the AFRP. Subsequent analyses

will be prepared in the form of reports and other materials designed to meet the needs

of Army program and policy staff and other information users in the Army, military,

and family research community.
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